Town of Walworth

P.O. Box 386

Walworth, WI 53184

Phone: 262-275-9800
Fax: 262-275-9805
DRAFT MINUTES FOR REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

HELD ON MARCH 13, 2012

AT TOWN HALL, W6741 BRICK CHURCH ROAD, WALWORTH, WI
PLEDGE OF ALLIGENCE

MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:34 P.M. BY CHAIRPERSON JOE ABELL

ROLL CALL – Chairperson Joe Abell, Supervisor Bill Martin, Supervisor Bill Pearce, Clerk/Treasurer Marisa Nor, Road Superintendent Mike August all present; Audience members totaled 4 

Chairperson Abell verified the meeting was properly posted.

AMEND AGENDA, IF NECESSARY; APPROVE AGENDA – Abell requested rescheduling item 10(b) Brick Church Cemetery until next month so a public hearing may be held (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to approve the agenda with the amendment of rescheduling item 10(b) Brick Church Cemetery to next month for a public hearing; motion carried 3-0
APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 10, 2012 BOARD MEETING & FEBRUARY 23, 2012 BOARD MEETING – (Pearce, Martin 2nd) to approve minutes as written for both January 10, 2012 and February 23, 2012 regular board meetings; motion carried 3-0
PLAN COMMISSION REPORT – BRICK CHURCH CEMETARY CONDITIONAL USE/RE-ZONE – Steve Santeler summarized the plan commission meeting held on February 5, 2012.  Brick Church Cemetery is requesting a conditional use and cemetery plat approval.  This request was approved 3-0 by the plan commission.
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Marie Baker, N1842 Brick School Road, Walworth, WI – Mrs. Baker questioned the website postings and when agendas, etc. would be posted.  Clerk/Treasurer Nor explained the new website was finally ready and notices will be posted as available.  The new website allows items to be posted directly now without going through the provider.  Chairperson Abell explained there was a huge issue with the previous provider.  Mrs. Baker requested to reserve the right to speak during the Plan Commission items to be discussed later in the meeting.  Abell granted her request.
REFERRAL TO PLAN COMMISSION – FARM LAND SEPARATION – IRENA KAZANIWSKYJ, W5024 STATE LINE RD, WALWORTH, WI  - Chairperson Abell stated this request would be referred to the plan commission for next month.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS –

ORDINANCE RELATING TO DISCHARGE OF FIRE ARMS – Supervisor Martin stated he had talked with the Sheriff’s Department about enforcement.  The Sheriff’s Department referred to someone else but Martin hasn’t heard anything back yet. Martin started working on a draft ordinance and read his ideas to the board.  The definition of a fireman was unclear and could not be caliber specific.  It will need to follow all of the state statutes.  Red zones were discussed for specific subdivisions to possibly include Sunset Ridge, Robbins, Harvey Ct., Highcrest Estates, Bonner Dr. but will need to be confirmed on a map.  Martin asked the board for their input on the issue.  Pearce stated it looked good so far but maybe to look at footage barriers for subdivisions.  Martin stated already was in the state statute.  The DNR also needs to be involved as they act to protect hunters.  Abell stated the safety issue overrides the DNR.  Abell asked Martin to get a sample ordinance together for next meeting if possible.  Martin will need to follow up with the Sheriff’s Dept. to get their input.  Pearce questioned if a public hearing will be held.  It was confirmed a public hearing would be needed.  Discussion of how residents would be notified was discussed.  The idea of a possible mailing would be done in addition to the required postings.  Martin questioned getting copies of a map so it could be marked up for the proposed red zone locations.  Pearce questioned Martin about possibly getting a representative to be present at the public hearing to answer questions.  It was suggested someone from hunter safety meetings, the DNR or from the Sheriff’s Department. Martin will have something written for next month’s meeting to review.
NEW BUSINESS –
APPOINT ERIC STERKEN AS NEW ROAD SUPERINTENDENT TO START MARCH 19, 2012 - Chairperson Abell officially introduced Mr. Sterken as the new road superintendent to replace Mike August when he retires.  Mr. Sterken will start March 19, 2012.  Mr. Sterken introduced his family members to the board.
BRICK CHURCH RD CEMETERY – CONDITIONAL USE / RE-ZONE REQUEST – This item was tabled for next month so a public hearing can be held.
REVIEW PLAN COMMISSION / CONDITIONAL USE / RE-ZONE ORDINANCE – Chairperson Abell reviewed the current conditional use/rezone procedures and the planning commission ordinance.  This information was recently obtained from the town attorney that prepared them.  Marie Baker requested any information/applications/requests received by sent to the plan commission members in an “email packet”.  Clerk Nor agreed with the statement of some maps would not be able to be scanned.  Marie Baker stated that the maps should be obtainable in a PDF format from the surveyors, etc.  Supervisor Pearce expressed he would like to see the procedure process listed online for people to refer to before coming in.  Discussion continued to confirm when applications would be given to the plan commission.  Abell stated first the applicant would need to go to the county and then provide the Town with the county application.  When the applicant attends the board meeting the applicant will be referred to the plan commission and any needed signs would be given to post and fees need to be paid.  The plan commission would then hold a public hearing and meeting and make a decision.  The plan commission’s decision would be expressed to the board.  The board will then discuss it at the next regular board meeting following the plan commission meeting.  The applications, maps, etc. will be ready for the plan commission members within two days following the board meeting referral to the plan commission.
SHARON “CYCLE SERIES” – A letter was received from the Sharon Village President explaining a bike route project they would like neighboring Towns, Villages, etc. to support.  Martin was unclear what exactly the Village President was asking for.  Abell stated he spoke with the Sharon Village President regarding the issue and it is a designated bike route that they are trying to implement.  The question of what type of signage would be used was discussed.  Martin stated he had safety concerns because some of the roads on the proposed were busy and also had somewhat heavy agriculture equipment traffic.  Martin and Pearce also questioned what benefit the Town would have from this route.  Abell stated it would bring people to the area and the neighboring businesses would benefit.  Abell expressed he thought it would be more of a “family thing” or geared toward bike clubs.  Pearce questioned the possibility of putting in bathroom facilities and where they would be located and what type.  The proposed route was reviewed to confirm the starting point and route course.  Pearce stated “you can’t stop people from riding bikes on the roads”.  Abell asked the board what questions they would have, their input on the issue and any concerns.  Abell suggested tabling this issue until more information was obtained.  Martin stated he wasn’t really against it just more information was needed.  It was the consensus of the board to table this issue until next meeting.
EMPLOYER HEALTH INSURANCE CONTRIBUTIONS – Chairperson Abell discussed the history of only having one employee to cover for health insurance and that times have changed since then.  The health plans and percentages/premiums from the state were reviewed and discussed.  Eligibility requirements were questioned and per state statutes if an employee qualifies for Wisconsin retirement system that employee must be offered insurance benefits.  Abell expressed that the Town budget had limitations and was not as large as bigger Villages, Towns, etc that have more employees.  Abell suggested paying 80% with employees paying 20%. Eric Sterken was questioned on the benefits he was receiving now and his employee contributions. Mr. Sterken’s current employer contributes 88% of the premium. Audience member Marie Baker questioned why more than one employee would be receiving insurance since it was never offered before.  Mrs. Baker continued that she thought the salary already worked out to a very nice hourly wage and she would be happy to take the position.  Mrs. Baker stated she had nothing against Marisa but felt there were other town residents that would be interested in the position.  It was clarified by Abell and Nor that state statute requirements based on hours worked dictated insurance.  Abell and Nor also confirmed that the Town voted at an election to appoint the clerk and treasurer positions.  In October 2010 the board appointed Marisa Nor to replace the former clerk Deanna Swonger that resigned.  Effective January 2011 the board voted to appoint Marisa Nor to Clerk/Treasurer and requested set hours to be worked at the town hall.  During the 2012 budget workshops insurance requirements were discussed and were put in the budget for both Mike August and Marisa Nor.  Marie Baker stated again she felt benefits shouldn’t be paid and the position could go back to being split into two without benefits. Marisa reminded the board that there was an election April 3rd if the board was considering splitting the position.  Marie Baker stated she would step in and handle the election. Marisa questioned a possible conflict of interest since Marie worked for the attorney that represented her ex in the divorce.  Abell stated that times have changed and it was state requirements.  Eric Sterken was questioned on the benefits he was receiving now and his employee contributions. Mr. Sterken’s current employer contributes 88% of the premium. Pearce and Martin stated they thought full time benefits shouldn’t be paid to a part time employee. It was determined Marisa’s hours were approximately 60% of full time hours.  Marisa confirmed that employer contributions needed to be within 50 – 80% of the county premium average and would be effective for all employees.  The other option was to set a dollar amount that was within the percentages.  The board discussed possibly contributing 88% for this year and to review it again in December.  (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to pay town contributions to employee health insurance in the amount of $1,192.92 for family coverage and $326.64 for single coverage to be reviewed at budget time; motion carried 3-0
NEW TOWN HALL FACILITY – Chairperson Abell stated the dedication plaque for the flagpole was put up. Supervisor Martin questioned if a light was going to be put in for the flagpole. Abell explained the electrical work that needed to be done to install the light.
ETZ REPORTS – NONE
BOARD REPORTS - 
TREASURER’S REPORT – MONTHLY INCOME/EXPENSES, BUDGET VS. ACTUAL, ACCOUNT BALANCES, MONTHLY UPDATE – DISCUSSION & APPROVAL – Treasurer Nor presented the monthly balances, income, expenses, work performed during the month.  (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to approve reports as presented; motion carried 3-0
CLERK’S REPORT – DISCUSSION OF WORK PENDING/COMPLETED – Clerk Nor presented the work completed for the month and the election primary that was held February 21, 2012 for the Delavan-Darien School District.
JOE ABELL, BILL MARTIN & BILL PEARCE – CITIZEN’S CONCERNS, COMPLAINTS & OTHER CORRESPONDENCE – DISCUSSION – Abell didn’t have any complaints but had met with the Village of Fontana to discuss the Dewey Street project.  Fontana will provide the Town with a final plan.  Martin received a complaint regarding the amount of manure, etc on the roads and the road edges crumbling.  Pearce also had received complaints regarding road debris.  Martin stated Tom Kauer had attended last month’s meeting to discuss possible solutions to the road issue.  Martin also questioned about the possibility of a brush sweeper for the edges.  Abell stated the roads were built so long ago when equipment was much smaller than it is today.  It was agreed the shoulder issues need to be addressed but it was difficult with budget limitations.
SAFETY UPDATE (BILL MARTIN) – DISCUSSION & MONTHLY / Y-T-D CALLS – Martin spoke with Chris at the Village and questioned how the new billing program was going.  Everything seemed to be going well and was positive.  The rescue squad ordered a new squad that is scheduled to be delivered sometime in May.  The fire department ordered new Jaws of Life for the department that was a $24,000 expense.  However $16,000 was raised from fundraising to put toward that cost.  Martin reviewed the monthly and year to date fire and rescue call totals.  February fire – Village 3, Township 1, MABAS 4 for a total of 8.  February Rescue – Village 11, Township 8, MABAS 2 for a total of 21.  Year to date fire calls total 19; Year to date rescue calls total 48.
ROAD & BUILDING CONDITIONS (BILL PEARCE & MIKE AUGUST) – DISCUSSION OF PROJECTS & STATUS OF ROADS/BUILDING – Pearce stated a meeting was held with Warren Hansen to discuss the remaining warranty issues, etc.  A list was prepared and sent to Scott from Fischl construction.  Mike August confirmed a fax was sent to Scott but no reply has been received.  Pearce stated overall the roads held up pretty good for the most part.  The road review tour should be done near the end of the month and the date has not yet been confirmed.  Pearce asked to keep up on the warranty work that still needed to be done.  Mike August stated he was still waiting for paperwork for the salt order and was working on sign replacements and patching.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – Annual Meeting; Audit; Public Hearing for Brick Church Cemetery; Resolution for Road Employee Position; Update from Gardiner Appraisal regarding re-assessments; Sharon “Cycle Series” project; Lake Geneva Law Enforcement
SCHEDULE NEXT REGULAR MEETING – April 10, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. will be the Annual Meeting, Public Hearing for Brick Church Cemetery will follow with the Regular Monthly Board Meeting following the public hearing.
REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT – (Martin, Pearce 2nd) motion to approve bills as presented; motion carried 3-0
ADJOURNMENT – (Abell, Pearce 2nd) motion to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.; motion carried 3-0
MINUTES RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: MARISA NOR, CLERK

APPROVED:





DATED: ____________________________

__________________________________________

Joseph R. Abell, Chairperson
