Town of Walworth

P.O. Box 386

Walworth, WI 53184

Phone: 262-275-9800

Fax: 262-275-9805
DRAFT MINUTES FOR REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

HELD ON JANUARY 10, 2012

AT TOWN HALL, W6741 BRICK CHURCH ROAD, WALWORTH, WI
PLEDGE OF ALLIGENCE

MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:35 P.M. BY CHAIRPERSON JOE ABELL

ROLL CALL – Chairperson Joe Abell, Supervisor Bill Martin, Supervisor Bill Pearce, Clerk/Treasurer Marisa Nor, Road Superintendent Mike August all present; Audience members total 13
Chairperson Abell verified the meeting was properly posted.
AMEND AGENDA, IF NECESSARY; APPROVE AGENDA – (Abell, Pearce 2nd) motion to amend the agenda moving item 10(e) ordinance relating to discharge of fire arms up to 10(b); motion carried 3-0
APPROVE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 11, 2011 BOARD MEETING – (Martin, Abell 2nd) motion to approve; motion carried 3-0; APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 13, 2011 BOARD MEETING – (Martin, Pearce 2nd) motion to approve; motion carried 3-0
PLAN COMMISSION REPORT – ROBERT STEWART & ALLIANT ENERGIES – Martin gave a report on the meeting held January 9, 2012.  All members were present and Robert Stewart presented his plan changing the footprint of the building requiring a re-zone to change the building location. None of the members had an issue with the proposed plans and Stewart was staying clear of the waterways.  The re-zone request was approved 5-0.  No one was present from Alliant energies.  The application was reviewed and it was the understanding just the poles were being updated and were being put in the right-of-ways.  One member stated they would approve as long as the poles are the same size and not adding more lines.  Alliant Energies application was approved 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Chairperson Abell stated he will hold until the ordinance relating to the discharge of fire arms was up on the agenda.
REFERRAL TO PLAN COMMISSION – Possibly something that was brought in from Mr. Rowbotham.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NONE
NEW BUSINESS –
ROBERT STEWART – W7140 BRICK CHURCH RD, PARCEL #EW1800005 AMEND ZONING FROM A1 TO A4 – Mr. Stewart explained to the board he went to the county and talked to Matt regarding the changes.  Matt stated there should be no problem at a county level with the proposed changes.  An application needs to be filed and fees need to be paid.  It was summarized that the building would be moving from one location to the other side of the property and will be moved further away from the waterway. (Pearce, Martin 2nd) to amend zoning from A1 to A4 as presented; motion carried 3-0
ALLIANT ENERGIES – REPLACE POLES & WIRES IN RIGHT-OF-WAY ON SIX CORNERS ROAD – The plans and application was reviewed.  Joe and Mike drove the route and reviewed the plans for replacement poles.  Being an utility company and within the right-of-way it can be done regardless.  (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to approve as presented; motion carried 3-0
PATRICK ROMENESKO, C.P.A – 2011 AUDIT CONTRACT – The board reviewed the contract received for the 2011 audit to be done.  It appeared to be similar to previous years with a slight increase from last year.  The estimate was $3,800.00.  The board agreed Mr. Romenesko has done a good job for the Town. (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to approve Patrick Romenesko to perform the 2011 audit; motion carried 3-0
GARDINER APPRAISAL – 2012 RE-ASSESSMENT CONTRACT – The re-assessment process was discussed.  A computer program will be used to estimate amounts combined with using model sale properties.  This process was similar to what other municipalities do and the least financial burden for the town. It was stated this was being mandated by the state and needs to be done to comply.  Otherwise the state will step in to do it and it will be very costly. (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to approve the 2012 re-assessment contract as presented to Gardiner appraisal; motion carried 3-0
PUBLIC COMMENTS – 

6:47 p.m. Two additional audience members entered the meeting. 6:50 p.m. Chairperson opened up public comments.

Jason Urqhart, N1456 Town Hall Rd, Walworth, WI – This was prompted because of the incident as his house.  He is still getting estimates for repairs and would like an ordinance passed for no shooting.  A bullet entered his 10 year old daughters bedroom and lodged in the wall.

Steve Schalk, W6001 Brick Church Rd, Walworth, WI – There has been a problem with the neighbors.  It is one of the 5 acre parcels that also run along Watertower Place.  Within the last year there has been firing on Saturdays and Sundays but started hearing louder shots.  The Sheriff’s Dept. was contacted and confirmed it was gun shots.  Sheriff’s Dept. stated they were not shooting at houses.  After the most recent incident happened the Sheriff’s Dept. went with them and looked at what they are actually shooting at.  Pictures of the target placed between the trees were presented with a view of Mr. Urqhart’s house behind it.  You can hear pings going by while in the Urqhart’s yard or Zilmer’s yard going the other way. It has been mentioned that one of the weapons is an AK47.  The property is owned by Illinois residents and it seems that a couple families share the house.  The weekends that the firing is going on there are many empty vodka bottles by the garbage.  
Jon Foster, W6002 Brick Church Rd, Walworth, WI – Mr. Foster stated he hears gunfire a lot and it has also been after dark making it very dangerous.

Jana Misner, W6051 Watertower Place, Walworth, WI – Ms. Misner stated this has been going on for a long time and she has heard bullets going by her while working in her gardens.  At night you can hear loud music and partying going on with gunshots later.  The Sheriff’s Dept. has been called numerous times.  Ms. Misner stated she doesn’t think firearms are necessary other than to shoot coyotes or for in-home protection.

Todd Porstner, W6024 Watertower Place, Walworth, WI – Mr. Porstner stated the firearms being shot is unsafe and dangerous because the houses are so close together.  He has kids and their house is located right behind the neighbors shooting and can hear them.  Mr. Porstner stated shooting is not necessary in subdivisions and there should be no shooting, no birms, no backdrops.
Lauren Porstner, W6024 Watertower Place, Walworth, WI – Mrs. Porstner stated this issue has been a problem for many years.  The Sheriff’s Dept. has told the residents they couldn’t do anything.  She is very afraid someone will get hurt and supports no discharge of guns.  Mrs. Porstner went on to read a letter submitted by residents Ernie & Elizabeth Tuschner, W6032 Watertower Place, Walworth, WI. The Tuschners were unable to attend the meeting because of a prior commitment.  The safety concern was addressed as the Tuschners have children that they don’t allow to play in the back yard because of the neighbors shooting going on.
Todd Porstner stated a provision might need to be looked at for self-defense, etc if an intruder is in the house.

Rick Morgan, W6015 Watertower Place, Walworth, WI – Mr. Morgan questioned if the ordinance would be township wide or particular areas.  Chairperson Abell replied he was not sure at this time but it will not impose on hunting.  Shooting ranges were questioned and Mr. Abell stated that it would either be shooting or no shooting because the Town does not have the ability to inspect ranges.

Jason Urqhart – Mr. Urqhart’s concern is pass something too quickly might have loopholes so he encouraged the board to look at everything.

Todd Portsner – Mr. Portsner questioned if it could be a zoning thing for their subdivision and wait to see if other subdivision come forward.  Mr. Portsner suggested maybe having red zones.

Chairperson Abell stated in summary common sense has to be used.  Supervisor Martin agreed common sense and safety needs to be used when using firearms.  Supervisor Pearce was concerned how the neighbors would be notified.  Pearce stated a public hearing should be held to discuss topic further.

Abell closed the public comments and thanked the residents for coming.  Abell stated the board will discuss this issue further and hopefully will have something ready for the next meeting.  Abell agreed this was not right and someone will get hurt.  It was the consensus they would like to do an ordinance once to cover all subdivisions.

7:40 p.m. – Chairperson Abell called a recess for the crowd to disperse
7:52 p.m. – Meeting back to order
ORDINANCE RELATING TO DISCHARGE OF FIRE ARMS – A neighbor called Joe because a bullet entered his house from a neighbor shooting guns.  A few other neighbors talked to Joe about their concerns.  Joe looked into the statutes and they are very vague.  However a local ordinance can be done for subdivisions.  A sample ordinance from the Town of Linn was reviewed.  It was the consensus of the board to table until next meeting so more information can be collected.
ROAD SUPERINTENDENT POSITION – Mike August still hasn’t decided 100% but most likely will be retiring effective March 30, 2012.  It was the consensus of the board to table this until next meeting.
NEW TOWN HALL FACILITY – Chairperson Abell stated a plaque was ordered for dedication of the flag pole.
ETZ REPORTS – NONE
BOARD REPORTS

TREASURER’S REPORT – MONTHLY INCOME/EXPENSES, BUDGET VS. ACTUAL, ACCOUNT BALANCES, MONTHLY UPDATE – DISCUSSION & APPROVAL – (Martin, Pearce 2nd) motion to approve Treasurer’s report as presented; motion carried 3-0
CLERK’S REPORT – DISCUSSION OF WORK PENDING/COMPLETED – Clerk Nor discussed work completed during the month.
JOE ABELL, BILL MARTIN & BILL PEARCE – CITIZEN’S CONCERNS, COMPLAINTS & OTHER CORRESPONDENCE – DISCUSSION – Martin did not receive any calls. Pearce stated the edge of Willow bend Rd was taken care of. Abell discussed the shooting concerns and asked Martin to look into it further to locate sample ordinances.
SAFETY UPDATE (BILL MARTIN) – DISCUSSION & MONTHLY / Y-T-D CALLS – Martin reviewed the monthy and Y-T-D calls. Rescue started using the new billing company for calls.  Martin talked with Chris regarding getting more detailed information on the calls for billing.  The requirements for billing the county or state for non-payment calls was reviewed.
ROAD & BUILDING CONDITIONS (BILL PEARCE & MIKE AUGUST) – DISCUSSION OF PROJECTS & STATUS OF ROADS/BUILDING – Pearce commented the building was good and working well.  Stop sign replacement plans were discussed on requirements and to be done based on manufactures recommendation of life span.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None at this time
SCHEDULE NEXT REGULAR MEETING – Next meeting will be delayed until Thursday, February 23, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.
REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT – (Pearce, Abell 2nd) motion to approve bills for payment as presented; motion carried 3-0
ADJOURNMENT - (Pearce, Martin 2nd) motion to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.; motion carried 3-0
MINUTES RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY:

MARISA NOR, TOWN CLERK

APPROVED:

______________________________________________________

Joseph Abell, Town Chairperson

DATED:

_______________________________
