Town of Walworth

P.O. Box 386

Walworth, WI 53184

Phone: 262-275-9800
Fax: 262-275-9805
MINUTES FOR REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

HELD ON MAY 15, 2012

AT TOWN HALL, W6741 BRICK CHURCH ROAD, WALWORTH, WI
PLEDGE OF ALLIGENCE

MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:31 P.M. BY CHAIRPERSON JOE ABELL

ROLL CALL – Chairperson Joe Abell, Supervisor Bill Martin, Supervisor Bill Pearce, Clerk/Treasurer Marisa Nor, Road Superintendent Eric Sterken all present; Audience members totaled 4

Chairperson Abell verified the meeting was properly posted.

APPROVE AGENDA – Pearce motion to approve agenda as presented, Martin 2nd; motion carried 3-0
APPROVE MINUTES OF APRIL 10, 2012 BOARD MEETING – Martin motion to approve minutes as written, Pearce 2nd; motion carried 3-0
PLAN COMMISSION REPORT – NONE
PUBLIC COMMENTS

REFERRAL TO PLAN COMMISSION – FORMER PALMER ESTATE – REZONE THE WETLANDS TO COINCIDE WITH THE DELINEATED WETLANDS, LAKEVILLE ROAD – Plans were presented and reviewed briefly by the board.  Abell motion to refer to the plan commission meeting next month, Pearce 2nd; motion carried 3-0
UNFINISHED BUSINESS –

ORDINANCE RELATING TO DISCHARGE OF FIRE ARMS – Supervisor Martin explained that in December an incident occurred that target shooting was being done using plywood as a backstop and a bullet lodged into the bedroom wall of a neighbor.  It was an isolated incident.  Neighbors came to the board asking for help and the board is to uphold public safety.  Martin summarized a proposed draft ordinance using red zones for certain subdivisions. It was indicated the County would like to do one and make it county wide however the board did not want to wait for the County.  Abell questioned air riffles and if there should be an exception for BB guns for kids to have.  Martin explained other ordinances he read had no exceptions and was unsure how to determine just a “Red Rider” BB gun versus something of larger caliber.  Pearce stated if it was still rural enough they should have some leeway.  Pearce questioned the intent to make sure there would still be a public hearing.  Abell stated that nuisance was handled well in the ordinance.  Pearce questioned the air riffle.  Abell questioned how to word language to specify “Red Rider Daisy BB gun”.  Pearce questioned to make sure it wouldn’t stop from owning but just where shooting could be done.  Martin suggested language of maybe under 500 feet/second.  Abell questioned the board for possible penalties for non-compliance.  Pearce stated the county would enforce the penalty.  Abell thought it would start with the state statute.  Martin questioned if the county comes and issues a local ticket can they also get a ticket from the county too? If so they would be hit twice and would $500 be too high?  Pearce stated Illinois people won’t know and will fight it in court.  It was suggested to have a $250.00 penalty for the first offense and $500.00 for the second offense.  It needs to be enforced by the Walworth County Sheriff’s Department.  Abell asked Martin to get language to Marisa and updated for next meeting and have a possible public hearing.  Abell questioned the subdivision locations and asked the board to go look at subdivisions before the next meeting.  Pearce questioned how the residents would be notified.  It was suggested labels could be done to residents and mail flyers about the public hearing and possibly have it in July.  Martin questioned having the attorney look at it also.  Abell agreed that would be a good idea.
NEW BUSINESS –
MARIE BAKER – COMPENSATION FOR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS & USE OF TOWN COMPUTER – Marie Baker presented a suggested reimbursement amount for her time as secretary of the planning commission. Martin did agree Marie did more work as a secretary for the planning commission.  Abell explained it was discussed at last meeting and mileage should have been requested.  Martin suggested $30.00 per meeting instead of $15.00 per meeting.  Pearce questioned the pay.  Abell agree to mileage reimbursement but not for per meeting increase.  Martin questioned Marie if she was ok with that.  Marie replied yes she would appreciate anything to help with her extra time and effort and gas.  Marie requested a town computer to use for planning commission agendas and minutes.  Abell stated two people on the same computer would not be a good idea and could possibly accidently lose information.  Abell stated the road reports were going paperless so Eric will be needed to use a computer.  Abell recommends purchasing a new computer for Eric.  Pearce stated he thought the old one could be cleaned up and given to Marie to use.  Abell agreed the old laptop should get cleaned up to give to Marie and purchase a new one for Eric in the road department.  Marie stated she could clean it up if needed so the Town didn’t have to spend money to have it done.  Martin questioned if Eric would have to use it in his truck.  Abell stated to look into the cost of a new laptop.  Abell made a motion to increase Marie Baker to $30.00 per meeting plus mileage and the use of the town computer that the town has at this time, Martin 2nd; motion carried 3-0 
INSPIRATION MINISTRIES – FIRE CALLS – Abell addressed the board that he had received a phone call from Inspiration Ministries and Andy Long.  It was brought to the attention regarding safety and being foolish with fire calls trying to keep costs down.  Example given was toaster fires setting off the alarm.  Inspiration Ministries was asking if it would be possible to set a flat amount or no charge for fire calls.  Andy Long was concerned that they were not utilizing the fire department and results in safety concerns.  Abell asked to look up cost for last year to Inspiration Ministries and suggested maybe putting a limit of $500.00.  Abell suggested this be discussed again at a future meeting.
WALWORTH COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE SETBACKS – Abell stated to the board that Walworth County proposed revisions to set back requirements regarding agriculture and a draft was sent to the board.  This issue has been talked about several times.  The new draft updated animal limitations.  Pearce questioned if it was new construction if then it would apply.  Abell stated new animal units was the big thing regarding 499 animal units.  The draft seemed to be pretty liberal.  Abell made a motion to agree with County draft, Martin 2nd; motion carried 3-0
ROAD BIDS – Bob Bruha from Scott Construction and George Polnow from Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, Inc. were present in the audience.  Bids were opened for crack filling and seal coating from Scott Construction, Fahrner Asphalt and B.R. Amon and Sons.  Scott Construction - $43,995.00 for seal coating, $25,000.00 for crack filling on Beloit Road; Fahrner - $43,732.00 for seal coating, $13, 629.00 for crack filling; B.R. Amon and Sons – Bid was presented for $280,180.00 for all projects quoted and $45,000.00 for seal coating.  The board confirmed a meeting would be held on Friday, May 18, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. awarding bids.
GRANT FOR ROAD WORK – Abell stated he received a letter from Scott Walker confirming a grant was received for road work that can be used next year.  The project is for Six Corners Road, Beloit Road to Hwy 67. Mike August had put in for the grant several months ago. Total cost estimate equals $469,571.30. Fifty eight projects were selected in Wisconsin and the town was one of them.  This does not include TRIP money for the Kikkoman project and the 50% Kikkoman will put in.
CELL PHONE  FOR ROAD SUPERINTENDENT – Abell confirmed Eric would like to continue to use his own cell phone.  Mike will still have his for the next couple of months.  Abell made a motion to reimburse Eric Sterken $50.00 per month starting this month, Pearce 2nd; motion carried 3-0
NEW TOWN HALL FACILITY – Scott from Fischl was here and went over a couple things to finish and then everything should be done.  Martin questioned if the septic was done.  It was confirmed it wasn’t complete yet and Eric and Mike had talked to the septic contractor and he was waiting for it to rain and then he will finish.  Eric agreed to call him to follow up.  Fifteen pine trees were transported and planted.  The cracks in the floor did get done to stop the water. 
ETZ REPORTS – NONE
BOARD REPORTS

TREASURER’S REPORT – MONTHLY INCOME/EXPENSES, BUDGET VS. ACTUAL, ACCOUNT BALANCES, MONTHLY UPDATE – DISCUSSION & APPROVAL – Pearce made a motion to accept the reports as presented, Abell 2nd; motion carried 3-0  Pearce questioned how the roadside cleanup was going.
CLERK’S REPORT – DISCUSSION OF WORK PENDING/COMPLETED
JOE ABELL, BILL MARTIN & BILL PEARCE – CITIZEN’S CONCERNS, COMPLAINTS & OTHER CORRESPONDENCE – DISCUSSION – Abell received a call from Recknagel regarding the firearm ordinance and nuisance animals.  Other calls received were to good comments regarding Eric.  
Martin had some calls from Angels Flight and met with Mr. Feltes and discussed the road was too narrow.  Discussions of different gravel, concrete, paving in the subdivision and the fact the fire department or rescue can’t access.  Fire department has the authority to request the road be done.  Other neighbors called and wasn’t very receptive to change.  Martin tried to contact Chris and Andy to determine what they were looking for.  Martin asked Mr. Feltes to get together with the neighbors and come up with some solutions and to get something done before something tragic happens.  Martin will try to set up a meeting with fire / rescue and neighbors and Martin will act as a liazon between them to make the road wider and pave.  Abell is still concerned because you can not get emergency vehicles down there.  
Nancy Lehman stopped in to thank the town for letting here use the space for the historical society and she updated the board regarding the N Walworth Cemetery.  The people that had purchased it took up headstones and the Sheriff’s department came to Nancy because she has maps of where buried and names, etc.

SAFETY UPDATE (BILL MARTIN) – DISCUSSION & MONTHLY / Y-T-D CALLS – Martin summarized the monthly and year to date calls from the fire department and rescue squad.
ROAD & BUILDING CONDITIONS (BILL PEARCE & ERIC STERKEN) – DISCUSSION OF PROJECTS & STATUS OF ROADS/BUILDING – Eric has been doing a good job getting the shoulders done.  Eric has been working on the roads and will start mowing soon.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Palmer rezone, Liquor License/Operator License renewals, Pearce will be meeting Friday meeting regarding the road projects and trying to figure out the money to pay for everything.  Abell suggested using money from the sinking fund.  Also the Fontana/Dewey Street project needs to be discussed at Friday’s meeting.  
SCHEDULE NEXT REGULAR MEETING – 6/12/12 at 6:30 p.m. and Board of Review Meeting 6/12/12 at 6:00 p.m.
REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT – Abell made a motion to approve bills as presented, Pearce 2nd; motion carried 3-0
ADJOURNMENT – Martin motion to adjourn at 8:17 p.m., Pearce 2nd; motion carried 
MINUTES SUBMITTED BY:

MARISA NOR, CLERK

DATE:

_____________________________

APPROVED:

_____________________________

Joseph R. Abell, Chairperson

